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SOCIAL PROTECTION IS A HUMAN RIGHT
Goverment of Belize, UNICEF and Partners talk protecting the most vulnerable

Social Protection is the human right of every family in Belize © UNICEF/LeMoyne

(FOR ALL THE CHILDREN)
HOUN SUN IRAHÜÑÜ
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UNICEF defines social protection as a 
set of public and private policies and 
programmes aimed at preventing, 
reducing and eliminating economic 
and social vulnerabilities to poverty 
and deprivation. Social protection 
is a human right, recognized in the 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child as well as in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, and the 
International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights-- all human 
rights treaties ratified by Belize.

For children, social protection takes 
on a special significance, since 
the negative effects of poverty 
and deprivation in childhood have 
ramifications that can last a lifetime, 
as a recent UNICEF-ILO report 
highlights.

Social protection systems, play a 
crucial role in addressing child poverty 
and socio-economic vulnerabilities. 
Evidence clearly shows impacts of 
social protection, and cash transfers 
on poverty, food security, health and 
access to education.

Effective national Social Protection 
Systems will have a defined social 
protection floor which is simply a 
defined minimum standard of living 
(heathcare, education, income, etc.)

The national social protection system 
consists of measures that ensure 
that all members of society enjoy 
at least the basic level of protection 
guarantees throughout their lives, 
such as essential healthcare and basic 
income security.

For countries to implement a social 
protection floor, it is necessary that:

• All residents have access to a 
nationally defined set of essential 
healthcare services. 

• All children have income security 
through family/child benefits aimed 
at facilitating access to nutrition, 
education and care 

• All those in active age groups, who 
are unable to earn sufficient income 
from the labour market, should enjoy 
a minimum income security through 
social assistance 

• All residents in old age or with 
disabilities have income security 
at least at the level of he nationally 
defined poverty line through pensions 
for old age and disability.

cont’d pg 4
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ACTION IN BELIZE

UNICEF’s commitment to Belize dates back to 1954. Environmental health, vector 
control, school feeding and the provision of primary school textbooks and 

supplies were initially a part of our work in the country. The UNICEF office was 
established in 1981, the same year that Belize gained its independence.

Presently, UNICEF’s Country Programme in Belize focuses on national policy 
and programme support with the Government of Belize as well as partnerships 

with children, communities and other actors to achieve child-sensitive, 
equitable and sustainable development. The Country Programme priorities 
include reducing multidimensional poverty and strengthening child rights 
monitoring, strengthening lifelong learning, young child survival and child 
and adolescent well-being, and strengthening access to justice and reducing 
violence. As a partner in efforts to shape a Belize fit for children and women, 
UNICEF has supported education efforts, early childhood development, 
legal and institutional reform, and stronger systems for child justice and 
health for children and adolescents, child and adolescent participation, data 
management, monitoring and evaluation. 

As one of the UN system partners in Belize, 
UNICEF supports the implementation 

of the United Nations Multi-Country 
Sustainable Development Framework 
(UNMSDF) that aligns the signed 
Country Programme Document 2017-
2021, with the country’s Growth and 
Sustainable Development Strategy 
(GSDS), the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the new National 
Result Framework for Children and 
Adolescents (the Children’s Agenda).  
UNICEF’s work for children is guided by 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
and our work in Belize aims to ensure 
that Belize can achieve inclusive and 
sustainable development through social 
transformations and establishment 
of systems and programmes that 
recognize, protect and fulfil the rights 
of every child, particularly the most 
vulnerable.

CHILDREN ADVISORY BODY OF ORANGE WALK PAINTS A PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK IN FRONT OF A SCHOOL IN THEIR TOWN.  
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“Houn sun irahüñü” meaning “For all 
the children” … The words from the 
indigenous language of Garifuna meaning 
“for all the children” is the name chosen 
for our newsletter. It embodies the 
mission of our organization… advocating 

for the rights of every child, ensuring 
that every child has a fair chance to a 
high quality of life. The Garifuna language 
was recognized on May 18, 2001 by 
UNESCO as “Masterpiece of the Oral and 
Intangibles Heritage of Humanity”. The 

purpose of the newsletter is to highlight 
the work of UNICEF Belize implemented 
alongside our collaboration and partnership 
with government, civil society, children, 
adolescents and other national partners. 

ABOUT OUR NEWSLETTER

#05 2019
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The Social Protection 
system in Belize has 
seen some important 
developments in recent 
years, starting with several 
social policy reforms which 
were informed by a World 
Bank (WB) rapid assessment 
of the social protection 
system (2010). 

In 2016, the Ministry of 
Human Development, Social 
Transformation and Poverty 
Alleviation in collaboration 
with UNICEF and UNDP 
conducted a Comprehensive 
Review of Belize’s Social 
Protection System with 
policy recommendations 
for system strengthening. 
This report defined social 
protection within Belize, 
provided a number of 
recommendations including 
implementing a Social 
Protection Floor.

As the country continues to 
look at its Social Protection 
Systems and a best design 
to meet the needs of the 
most vulnerable sustainably 
and comprehensively, 
through the leadership of 
the Ministry of Human 
Development, Social 
Transformation and Poverty 
Alleviation, UNICEF, 
International Labour 
Organization (ILO) and World 
Bank (WB) are currently 
supporting the development 
of a series of Social 
Protection Conferences.

Hon. Anthony Martinez – Minister of Human Development,  Social Transformation and Poverty Alleviation delivering 
address at the opening of the Social Protection conference. © UNICEF/DIsaacsHaylock/2018

 “Social protection is important for everybody. That’s the first important point 
and social protection is looking at 2 things: helping people get out of poverty 
and also preventing people from falling into poverty.  So it’s applicable for 
everybody. People might have very good job and feel well off right now, but 
we don’t know what’s going to happen tomorrow. You may lose your job. You 
may become disabled. There should be a social safety net that helps you in 
those circumstances,” said Mark Antrobus – Social Planner in the Ministry of 
Human Development. 

A first Conference was held in December 2018 entitled “From Flaws to Floors”.  
The conference comprised three events over the course of five days:

• A two-day policy workshop on social protection floors and the use of   
social protection registries to improve service delivery and coordinate   
programs within the sector;  

• A half-day high-level policy workshop with the CEO Caucus, to present   
social protection floor recommendations and to seek consensus on a   
roadmap to implementing a social protection floor. 

• A two-day event focused on social protection tools to enhance the   
technical capacities of data managers and statisticians in the policy   
and planning units of relevant ministries and other strategic partners.
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LtoR Ms. Sharon Ramclam Young – CEO, MLLG; Dr. Susan Kasedde – Representative, UNICEF; Hon. Dr. Carla Barnett – Minister of Labour, Local Goverrnment; Ms. Asha
Williams – Social Sector Specialist, World Bank; Mr. Diego Rei – International Labour Organization and Mr. Mark Antrobus – Social Planner, Ministry of Human Development /
© UNICEF/DIsaacsHaylock/2019

The second conference was held in March 2019 and discussed 
the role of labour in social protection.  Spearheaded by the 
Ministry of Labour and Local Government alongside the Ministry 
of Human Development, UNICEF and international partners, the 
dialogue was with the private sector and other economic actors 
on how to expand options for the poor and vulnerable towards 
increasing their income earning potential and their ability to 
benefit from social insurance guarantees. The discourse strongly 
focused on coordination and comprehensive labour market 
integration with a specific focus on the poor and vulnerable.

All of this is very timely for the Ministry of Labour. We 
have been considering how more effectively support 
the objective of economic and social development. 
That is: how we can more strategically contribute to 
the development outcomes set out in our Growth 
and Sustainable Development Strategy, particularly 
reducing poverty and inequality. the purpose of all this 
is to improve the quality of life for all, but especially 
for the vulnerable and the marginalized among whom 
women and children are the majority. That is the core 
purpose of this exercise. That is the reason we come to 
work every day - to improve the quality of life for all, 
but especially the vulnerable and the marginalized,” 
said Hon. Senator Minister Dr. Carla Barnett – Minister 
for Labour, Local Government and Rural Development.

The conference series is designed to increase the knowledge 
of national and civil society partners on key areas of social 
protection and develop a vision and path towards the 
development of a comprehensive and sustainable social 
protection floor for Belize.

The two remaining events in the series will be Social Protection 
Response to Emergencies (May 20-21), and From Dollars to 
Dimensions (June 3-7, 2019); Dollars to Dimensions aims to 
increase national understanding of poverty as a multidimensional 
phenomenon. It will look at how to go beyond measuring 
poverty in relation to income only, and will aim to reach 
national consensus on the purpose and structure of a national 
measurement of multidimensional poverty in Belize, with an 
emphasis on child poverty, considering which dimensions 
and indicators are the best ones to characterize poverty in our 
context.  

"The idea is to work together on how to build a more 
comprehensive national social protection system, to 
have a better coordination among Belize various social 
protection programmes and to ensure basic social 
protection guarantees during the lifecycle through the 
establishment of a social protection floor," said Michel 
Guinand –  Social Protection Specialist for UNICEF.

Michel Guinand – Social Protection, Specialist – UNICEF
© UNICEF/DIsaacsHaylock/2019
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The conference on Social Protection 
Response to Emergencies will explore 
how the social protection system can be 
best used to support the poor and those 
most vulnerable in times of disasters 
and emergencies. The poor are often 
most severely impacted by disasters and 
climatic events. With increasing risks of 
climatic threats, this event will seek to 
solidify a national plan to provide social 
protection and in particular cash transfers 
for the vulnerable population most affected 
by emergencies.

Other partners in the initiative include the 
International Labour Organization (ILO), 
the World Bank (WB), the World Food 
Programme (WFP) and experts form the 
Oxford Poverty and Human Development 
Initiative (OPHI). 

For more information on the conference 
series, visit the MHDSTPA webpage: 
http://humandevelopment.gov.bz/index.
php/spc2018/

For more information on UNICEF’s work 
for social protection,
 visit: https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/
every-child-has-fair-start-life

Social Protection falls under Outcome 1 of our Belize Country Programme: 
Reducing Multidimensional Child Poverty & Child Rights Monitoring.

Under this programmatic pillar, UNICEF Belize contributes in ensuring that national systems and policies are effectively 
addressing multiple deprivations affecting the most vulnerable boys and girls across the lifecycle, and building their 
resilience, through adequately funded social investments and rights-based quality social policies based on adequately 
disaggregated data on children.

The work contributes to Goal 5 of the Global UNICEF Strategic Plan - Every child has an equitable chance in life

Every child has the right to fulfil his or her potential. And yet, extreme poverty, geography, discrimination and 
exclusion, and other barriers hold back millions of children around the world, with lifelong consequences for 
themselves and their societies, as inequity and deprivation perpetuate poverty across generations.

The work contributes to moving Belize towards achieving several goals of the Sustainable Development Goals Agenda 2030:
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FROM THE DESK OF THE REPRESENTATIVE
CRC@30 Making Belize a Better Place for Children?

In September 1924, six years after the 
end of the 1st World War which led 
to an estimated 40 million deaths and 
injuries including an estimated 6 million 
deaths among civilians, many of them 
children (from injury, starvation and 
illness) and millions of children orphaned, 
the League of Nations, the world’s first 
intergovernmental body dedicated to 
global peace, adopted a 5-point charter – 
the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of 
the Child - that spelled out specific ideals 
to which all nations should aspire with 
respect to children.

Five-Point Charter of the Geneva 
Declaration on the Rights of the Child : 

• The child must be given the means 
requisite for its normal development, both 
materially and spiritually; 

• The child that is hungry must be fed, 
the child that is sick must be nursed, the 
child that is backward must be helped, the 
delinquent child must be reclaimed, and 
the orphan and the waif must be sheltered 
and succored; 

• The child must be the first to receive 
relief in times of distress; 

• The child must be put in a position to 
earn a livelihood, and must be protected 
against every form of exploitation; 

• The child must be brought up in the 
consciousness that its talents must be 
devoted to the service of its fellow men.
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Just fifteen years later, in September 1939, the commitment to these ideals would be tested severely as world peace was shattered by 
the 2nd World War leading to between 70 and 85 million deaths – the majority of them (between 50 – 55 million) among civilians, once 
more, many of them children – lives lost due to crimes against humanity, starvation and disease. Nearly one out of every thirty people 
alive in 1939 died in the 2nd World War as a result of a preventable war, breakdown in basic social services and unethical or inhumane 
treatment of persons. 

The United Nations (UN) was established in 1945, the same year that the 2nd World War ended. In 1959, fourteen years later, the 
intergovernmental body adopted an expanded  Declaration on the Rights of the Child, reaffirming the original five ideals and reminding 
all people that: “mankind owes to the child the best it has to give.”

© UNICEF/2017
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The Declaration described the specific 
rights to be respected, noting that these 
rights were the entitlement of “Every 
child, without any exception whatsoever, 
… without distinction or discrimination 
on account of race, colour, sex, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national 
or social origin, property , birth or other 
status, whether of himself or of his family.”

On 20th November 1989, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted the 
first legally-binding instrument to protect 
the rights of all children. The Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) contains 
54 specific articles describing children’s 
civil, cultural, economic, political and social 
rights and the obligations of governments 
and other actors or duty-bearers towards 
the respect, promotion, protection and 
fulfilment of these rights. 

Interpretation and implementation of the 
CRC are guided by four core 4 principles 
included within specific articles of the 
convention:

• Non-discrimination (Article 2): The 
rights laid out in the CRC apply to every 
child.
• Best interests of the child (Article 3): 
Every action or decision made concerning 
children shall take the child’s best interest 
as the primary consideration.
• The right to survival and development 
(Article 6): Every child has not only the 
right to life but the right to thrive.
• The views of the child (Article 12): 
Every child has the right to be heard, 
their views are valuable and they have 
a right to have their views be taken into 
consideration in determining their best 
interest.

The CRC stands today as the world’s most 
widely-ratified human rights treaty – a clear 
demonstration of the goodwill worldwide 
and the common human aspiration to give 
our children “the best we have to give”. 
The CRC came into force in September 
1990 and this year, we will celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of this landmark 
convention or promise to children with 
special events held in countries across the 
globe to commemorate the convention 
and progress made, a special event at the 
UN General Assembly in September, and a 
special CRC@30 themed World Children’s 
Day in November. 

Our world has changed remarkably since 
1990. How has it changed and what are 
we celebrating at UNICEF in Belize?

A greater proportion of children are 
educated, healthy and surviving their 
first and fifth birthdays than ever before  
– offering nations the potential critical 
productive capital required to deliver on 
the promise of sustainable development. 
Technological innovation that has driven 
advances in health, transportation and the 
productive industry is now a central part 
in every sector and aspect of our lives, 
promising ever more rapid transformation 
and opening new possibilities.

The world of the 1920s and 1940s that had 
been both united and divided based on 
war-time alliances and ideologies is now 
united by the vision of ending all forms of 
poverty and inequalities, tackling climate 
change and ensuring that no one is left 
behind in order to achieve humane and 
sustainable development.

But significant, clear and new challenges 
remain especially for the youngest of our 
citizens.

Inadequate investment and allocation 
of resources towards strengthening of 
systems has left crucial social services 
(education, health, housing, water, 
sanitation, hygiene, social protection, 
law enforcement, justice) without the 
capacities required to ensure effective 
quality, resilience and responsiveness to 
evolving needs. 

Climate change with rising temperatures 
and sea levels and heightened frequency 
of major natural hazards continues to 
threaten progress and sustainability 
of current growth and development 
especially in small island states and 
nations. Human capital flight in the 
increasing global economy poses a real 
threat for small nations grappling with the 
continuing challenge of national system 
development. Violence and insecurity 
coupled with lack of access to justice 
are still leading causes of debilitating fear, 
death, orphaning, disability, slow economic 
growth and migration. Today, economic 
disparity, inequality and the pursuit of 
dignity and the simple chance to have an 
opportunity for peace and livelihood – are 
significant additional causes of migration. 

Globally, there are 50 million children in 
migration worldwide and one out of every 
200 children is a refugee – let down by 
or otherwise unable to benefit from the 
protective measures and privileges of 
their state. While infectious diseases no 
longer pose the threat that they did to 
children and families 30 years ago, children 
and adolescents are at ever increasing 
risk today of developing preventable and 
lifelong non-communicable diseases 
including mental health disorders, 
diabetes, cardiovascular disease, as a 
result of diet and lifestyles.

Recognizing these challenges and 
the opportunities from Belize’s strong 
leadership commitment at every level to 
build towards a nation fit for its children, 
UNICEF is proud to have contributed 
steadily to positive and sustainable results 
in Belize. We are proud to continue our 
partnership with the Government, civil 
society and with children as we mark this 
30th anniversary of the CRC in 2019. From 
early childhood development to education 
including healthy school nutrition, water 
and sanitation to adolescent health 
and meaningful child and adolescent 
participation through Belize’s Sustainable 
Child-friendly Municipalities Initiative; 
from child protection to ending violence 
and introducing the concept of juvenile 
justice and child friendly courts; from 
emergency preparedness with a focus on 
families and the protection of children to 
social protection as a human right for all, 
especially the most vulnerable; from the 
multiple dimensions of poverty and child 
poverty to evidence-based programming 
anchored on data through the Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) – the 
country’s only regularly conducted 
household survey, UNICEF celebrates with 
all our partners the many commitments, 
successes and building blocks laid down 
in our collective pursuit of the possible as 
we all try to give the best we have to give 
for our youngest in Belize and in the words 
of the Vision statement from Belize’s 
Children’s Agenda launched two years ago, 
make Belize the best place in the world 
for a child to grow.
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FOR THE FIRST 1000 DAYS… EAT, PLAY, LOVE…
Early Childhood Development  in Belize: Goals for Children Across the Region

A twinkle in their eyes… broad smiles stretched across their faces… These moms are celebrating the progress they have observed 
in their children’s early development.  The pride brims even more to know that it is their loving interaction that is the reason for this 
growth and development.

Christopher Cal is 2 ½ years old; from all indications 
he enjoys his sessions with his mom, Sarita, and 
the Roving Caregiver, Nervela Chub who has been 
working with him since he was six months old.

“I visit with them once a week for about an 
hour,” Chub says. “My goal is to teach his 
mom the activities and let her have a chance 
to repeat with him.  When I am not here, she 
plays with him every day for at least two 
hours using things around the home and in 
the yard to teach him.” - said Nervela Chub, 
Roving Caregiver

Participants in the ECD South South Coppearation / ©  UNICEF/IgniteBelize/2019

Roving Caregiver, Mother and child work together in a session of play and learning in Toledo, District 
© UNICEF/IgniteBelize/2019
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The Early Childhood Development 
home sessions take place in Belizean 
communities with little or no access 
to early childhood learning centers, 
and incorporates the trainings offered 
to the Roving Caregivers in Care for 
Child Development (CCD).  These CCD 
trainings were conducted in 2017 and 
now have fortified the Rovers Programme. 
Integrating CCD has allowed the Roving 
Caregivers programme to strengthen 
the interaction and stimulation given to 
children.  Belize’s integrated intersectoral 
ECD programme success is founded on 
the comprehensive development of each 
child and requires each Roving Caregiver 
or Rover’s commitment to preparing the 
sessions, planning carefully and assessing 
the child at each visit, and leaving the 
mother or other caregiver with instructive 

lessons and activities.  Each caregiver 
dedicates the time and creatively models 
the exercises.

Storybooks are made from card board and 
pictures from books or pictures drawn 
by the caregiver, clothing pegs become 
counting beans, home plastic containers 
and cups become stackable blocks, and 
pots and pans with wooden spoons 
become drums and musical instruments.   
The sessions are made fun through songs, 
high fives and words of recognition.  
Outdoor activities in the yard become little 
adventures, giving the child a chance to 
demonstrate his or her learning of colors 
and counting, the concepts of “same” and 
“different,” all the while working on large 
motor skills like walking, running, hopping.

Sarita and Christopher have truly bonded 
through their play sessions and he is 
learning all he needs to support him when 
he goes to “big school,” as most children 
in Belize call primary school.   The story is 
much the same just down the road with 
Barts Donny Cal and his mom, Amadita.  
Amadita has been working with Marciana 
Bol, the Rover, since Barts was six months 
old.  He is 18 months old now and Amadita 
can not help but chuckle as she tells us 
that her baby boy has shown learning 
and progress much beyond what she had 
observed in her four other children.

Roving Caregiver, Mother and child work together in a session of play and learning in Toledo, District / © UNICEF/IgniteBelize/2019
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“I am so excited that he can 
do all those things I am telling 
him to do,” she says. “When we 
first started, I didn’t think it was 
possible.  With my other children, 
it took 1 year and 11months for 
them to talk, but with this one he 
is only 1 year and 6 months and he 
can already say “dog” and other 
words.  I can see the big difference 
like I told his dad.” - said Amadita 
Cal, mother of Barts.

As these loving mothers celebrate the achievements of their 
children and their investment of time and love, Belize too is 
showcasing its success as it played host nation to visitors from 
the region, presenting the model of Care for Child Development 
(CCD) via the Rovers Programme and showing how it can be used 
in similar settings, with a high probability of yielding the same 
positive results. 

Alongside the Government of Belize, representatives from 
CARICOM and the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
and Haiti, UNICEF hosted this first intercountry exchange 
in early childhood development with Barbados and Eastern 
Caribbean States.  This South-South or “horizontal cooperation” 
was designed to share knowledge and good practices and 
demonstrate the critical value of the Roving Caregivers 
Programme during the first 1,000 days in life.  This period has 
been scientifically established as critical for the overall health and 
development of a child.   The initiative builds on UNICEF’s past 
efforts in Belize, resulting in the development of the National 
ECD Strategic Plan 2017-2021, which is regionally recognized 
for promoting an intersectoral approach involving the three 
ministries with responsibilities for Health, Education and Human 
Development.

Judith Alpuche, Chief Executive Officer for the Ministry of Human 
Development, Social Transformation and Poverty Alleviation says. 
“The returns on investments in early childhood development 
not only from a social, but also economic point of view, are well 
documented. The Government of Belize is committed to ensuring 
that our children have the best possible start in life so that they 
can reach their fullest potential and contribute positively as 
adults to the development of our country. The fact that the three 
Ministries have been involved in this multi-year effort to ensure 
coordination and the creation of holistic services to young children 
is a clear indication of this commitment.” 

It was an opportunity for Belize to play host, “We are proud 
of the accomplishments in ECD, as it allows us to 
showcase that the multi-sectoral approach not only 
pools resources, but is truly an opportunity to realize 
greater impact and that is what we are demonstrating 
during this exchange,” said Denise Robateau, ECD 
Officer for UNICEF in Belize. Her counterpart from the 

Eastern Caribbean welcomes this week of sharing.  

Shelly-Ann Harper, Early Childhood Development 
Specialist from UNICEF’s Office for the Eastern 
Caribbean Area remarks, “The horizontal exchange 
presented an invaluable opportunity for the participants 
to strengthen their knowledge and skills to be more 
effective in enabling young children to develop 
resilience to cope in difficult situations, to improve 
their developmental outcomes and to benefit  from the 
exposure to Belize’s model of  fully integrated early 
childhood development.”

Ms. Judith Alpuche - Chief Executive Officer for Ministry of Human Development, 
Social Transformation and Poverty Alleviation spearheads the policy work on ECD in 
her Ministry© UNICEF 2019

Roving Caregiver, Mother and child work together in a session of play and learning in Toledo, District 
/ © UNICEF/IgniteBelize/2019
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With over 20 early childhood and education 
professionals gathered to witness the 
interactions, the ultimate hope was 
that by week’s end, each would see 
the opportunity for replication, with 
consideration of individual settings.  One 
participant, Chadel Mathurin of St. Lucia 
who works with Children on the Move in 
Trinidad and Tobago, is quite optimistic 
that she had observed a technique in 
action that can be replicated back in her 
own setting.  Mathurin is also an early 
childhood development officer with Living 
Water Community Ministry for Migrants/
Refugees.  

She shared that in Trinidad there is no 
legislation that allows for the migrants or 
refugees to be integrated into the public 
schools.  She works with these families 
in that emergency context and now has 
ideas and techniques that she and other 
caregivers can use to make interactions 

more meaningful, “We want the children 
to be on par for when they can actually 
go to public school,” Mathurin says.  “The 
activities are practical and can be done in 
any context. The migrant families have no 
access to commercial toys.  We do home 
visits through a programme for at home 
stimulation for mothers.  It is not as hands-
on like this.  We just give the moms little 
tips, but with this we can actually walk the 
parents through the activities.  I am seeing 
that this can be very helpful.”

Belize and the Eastern Caribbean – Across 
borders but within a region…  Roving 
Caregiver Care for Child Development 
programme… a learning exchange of Eat… 
Play… Love… through the first 1,000 days 
of life to help babies develop to their fullest 
potential.  #ForEveryChild

Participants in the ECA and Belize Early Childhood Development South South Cooperation / © UNICEF/IgniteBelize/2019

Mrs. Leanne Arthurs - Ministry of Human 
Development; Ms. Shelly Ann Harper - Eco Specialist, 
UNICEF (ECA); Dr. Susan Kasedde - Representative 
- UNICEF and Ms Karen Cain - Director, Youth 
Enhancement Services © UNICEF/IgniteBelize/2019

To learn more about our work in early 
childhood development: click here: 
https://www.unicef.org/earlymoments/

Learn more about Care for Child 
Development: http://bit.ly/2qALgt8  
and https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=skQGtxmbsds
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The Lifelong Learning programme 
contributes to the realization of the rights 
of children and adolescents in Belize, 
especially the most disadvantaged, to 
quality, holistic and relevant early childhood 
development and

lifelong learning. This outcome ensures a gender-
perspective and human rights-based approach to inclusive, 
integrated social services across the life cycle, from 
maternal, child health interventions through quality early 
childhood development to relevant pre-schooling, primary 
and secondary education for lifelong learning skills.

With concentrations on the reduction of disparities 
and elimination of inequities, national frameworks, 
policies and standards will be strengthened for effective 
implementation of inclusive child and adolescent 
development strategies, with improved planning, 
monitoring and appropriate DRR programming. 
The work contributes to Goal 1 of the Global UNICEF 
Strategic Plan - Every child survives and thrives

Every child has the right to grow up healthy and strong. 
And yet, poverty, poor health, malnutrition, and inadequate 
care and nurturing practices prevent millions of children 
from surviving and thriving.

Goal 3 of the Global UNICEF Strategic Plan:  Every child 
learns. Every child has the right to an education and quality 
learning opportunities from early childhood to adolescence. 
And yet, geographic location, economic circumstances, 
gender, disability and other factors prevent millions of 
children from learning.

The work contributes to moving Belize towards achieving 
several goals of the Sustainable Development Goals 
Agenda 2030:

Early childhood development and education falls under 
Outcome 2 of our Belize Country Programme: Lifelong Learning

Participant in the ECA and Belize Early Childhood Development South South 
Cooperation shows off puppet used to play with children in education sessions 
© UNICEF/IgniteBelize/2019

Denise Robateau - ECD Programme Officer, UNICEF; Ms. Margaret Nicholas - 
Executive Director, NCFC and Dr. Susan Kasedde - Representative, UNICEF at the 
closing of the ECD South South Cooperation / © UNICEF/IgniteBelize/2019
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David’s life story is a testimony of willpower and conviction 
leading to success in tackling life’s challenges. At the tender age 
of 16, he is faced with adult responsibilities. He pays his own 
bills. He has to balance the demands of his job with his personal 
needs. Yet, David’s flame for those things still desired by every 
child has not dulled.

One morning, David Cruz dashed over to the Child Protection 
Training for the Sustainable Child Friendly Municipalities Initiative. 
Late but excited, the perspiring boy joined the session just in 
time to catch the video on conflict resolution that facilitators were 
sharing with participants. The other children at the training got up 
that day with no other obligation than to be at the workshop for 
8:30 a.m. Not David! Living on his own, work was his first priority.

David had already worked extra hours under an agreement that he 
would get a half-day off to accommodate the training. However, 
his employer asked him to work a couple extra hours that day, 
causing him to be late. Soon, he managed to settle down and was 
fully participating alongside the other children.
Children have a right to a safe, loving home with their parents. 
Typically, a boy David’s age should be enjoying an exciting 
adolescent life. He should be looking forward to graduating from 

high school or awaiting an acceptance letter from a tertiary-level 
school. Otherwise, he should be preparing for life as a young 
adult with the guidance and support of loving parents. David’s life 
at 16 contrasts sharply against that of his peers.

CHILDREN SPEAK OUT
A FORCE FOR CHANGE: How a shy boy became a 
champion activist through CAB

David Cruz – Member of Children Advisory Body / © UNICEF/Benque Viejo Town CAB

David’s place of employment at time story was written 
© UNICEF/Benque Viejo Town CAB
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However, his employer asked him to work a 
couple extra hours that day, causing him to 
be late. Soon, he managed to settle down 
and was fully participating alongside the other 
children.
Children have a right to a safe, loving home 
with their parents. Typically, a boy David’s age 
should be enjoying an exciting adolescent life. 
He should be looking forward to graduating 
from high school or awaiting an acceptance 
letter from a tertiary-level school. Otherwise, 
he should be preparing for life as a young 
adult with the guidance and support of loving 
parents. David’s life at 16 contrasts sharply 
against that of his peers.

Nonetheless, this independent and 
extraordinary youth holds a unique outlook on 
life. David lost interest in school and dropped 
out in Standard V (7th grade). He hasn’t been 
enrolled in school since.  When asked why 
he quit school, David responded, “I’m not 
interested too much in school. So, I didn’t 
want to make my parents spend extra money 
on something I didn’t want to do. I prefer to 
work and make my money, get what I want 
and stuff like that.”

David chose a path different from his more 
carefree peers whose only worry is getting 
good grades. This extraordinary youth, 
responsible for maintaining his home and 
providing for himself, is now working as a shop 
attendant in Benque Viejo del Carmen in the 
Cayo District.

David and CAB Rapporteur / © UNICEF/Benque Viejo Town CAB

Unfortunately, David is not a 
unique situation.  School drop-
out rates continue to be a 
concern nationally, with efforts 
being re-doubled for understand 
the situation that results in 
early leaving from school, with 
concentrated focus on boys.  The 
2017 secondary school drop-out 
rate is 6 per cent, showing a 
slight decrease from 8 per cent in 
2013; still this disproportionately 
affects boys compared to girls 
(6.6 per cent versus 4.8 per 
cent respectively). The Ministry 
of Education’s estimates for 
completion rates show modest 
increases both for primary school 
(from 76.4 in 2013 to 81.1 in 2017) 
and secondary school (from 63.3 
in 2013 to 66.7 in 2017), with 
girls’ completion rates higher 
than boys. Violence in and around 
schools remains an important 
challenge. Gains previously made 
with the work on ensuring schools 
are child-friendly and providing 
quality education need to be 
reinforced further through equity-
focused interventions, such as 
those recommended in UNICEF’s 
Out of School Study launched 

in 2018. Main barriers to school 
completion that were identified 
in the study included household 
poverty, disability, living in rural 
areas, late entry and inadequate 
preparation for primary school. 
Major recommendations coming 
out of the research supported 
by a Steering Committee 
(comprised of Government 
stakeholders, UNICEF, and 
principal associations) and called 
for strengthening of social 
assistance or subsidies for access 
to education, extending the age 
range for compulsory education 
(from mandatory age of 14), 
increasing quality and service 
delivery through teacher training, 
improving tracking of students, 
interventions to enhance support 
for literacy, and improving school 
spaces including water and 
sanitation facilities. Actions to be 
taken by the Ministry of Education 
include developing an action plan 
to implement the Out of School 
Study’s recommendations.
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 #NOTHINGFORTHEMWITHOUTTHEM
Belize Steps Up to Answer the Call on prioritization of Adolescent Health

It has become almost cliché, “children 
are our future.” But it is not so cliché 
if we consider that 20% of the Belize’s 
population is aged 10 to 19.  Further 
analysis shows that emphasis on children 
in Belize and adolescents is vital, when we 
consider just how much of that population 
remains underserved by our social services 
and health programmes. Indeed, it is a 
clarion call to action.  UNICEF and its 
partners are answering the urgent call to 
reach the most marginalized young people.  
Action in this regard addresses the not so 
melodramatic statement that inaction only 
leaves the very future of Belize teetering 
on a balance: 

KEY DATA ON  ADOLESCENT 
HEALTH WELL BEING IN BELIZE

• Belize City is among the 10 most crime 
ridden urban spaces in the globe. The 2017 
mortality report identifies homicides and 
suicides as leading causes of death among 
adolescents in Belize.  Violence surrounds 
them as they travel to and from school, 
visit neighborhood shops, participate in 
sports, or try to spend time with friends. 

Jared Cain and youth representative from the Department of Youth Services consult on the Adolescent Health Strategy / ©UNICEF/Nan LI/2019

• Exposure to such hostile environment 
leads to toxic stress and other mental 
health conditions that can increase the rate 
of suicides, intentional and unintentional 
self-inflicted injuries. Mental health 
issues are a growing cause of illness in 
adolescents, particularly older adolescents. 
   
• Attempted suicide among adolescents 
15-19 has increased. Between 2008 and 
2017, the number of adolescents aged 
10-19 who attempted suicide represented 
over one third (36%) of attempted suicides 
among all age groups.
• The three leading causes for admission 
of adolescents to Belize’s mental health 
clinics are 1) disorders due to psychoactive 
substances use, 2) attempted suicide, and 
3) mental health disorders due to anxiety 
and stress-related disorders. 

• Reckless driving, lack of supervision, 
inadequate laws and enforcement result 
in high road traffic accidents. Drowning 
also results with incidences of death. 
As elsewhere in the region, road traffic 
accidents are a leading cause of death and 
disability for males aged 15-19. 

• Despite the Ministry of Health’s efforts 
to provide contraception, an estimated 
11% of Belize’s adolescent girls aged 15-
19 years have had a baby.  Teen mothers 
are more likely to drop out of school, 
live in poor housing conditions, and be 
unemployed or in low-paid employment.  
 
•  In 2017, 96% of those diagnosed with 
an STI in Belize were between 15-19 years 
old. Adolescents continue to face barriers 
when trying to get information on health 
and reproductive services.  

• Over half (54%) of Belize’s boys aged 15-
19 report consuming alcohol. Almost 20% 
had their first drink before they were 15, 
often with their parent or other care-giving 
adult’s permission and/or encouragement. 
16% of Belizean boys report smoking 
tobacco; 12% started smoking before they 
were 15. 
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The Ministry of Health is responsible for leading national 
action to end preventable adolescent deaths and 
promote the healthy development of adolescents in 
Belize. (and address the challenges shown in the data 
presented above)  

Belize has committed to the “Every Woman, Every Child, 
Every Adolescent Strategy” (EWECEA) and is among 
the first countries to adopt the Accelerated Action for 
Health for Adolescents (AA-HA!), encouraging holistic 
health policies for adolescents to achieve good sexual 
and reproductive health outcomes, prevent injuries and 
violence, non-communicable diseases (NCDs), mental 
health disorders, as well as substance abuse, while 
promoting physical activities and healthy lifestyles.

Representatives from the Ministry of Health and the 
Ministry of Education including the Department of 
Youth Service, Ministry of Human Development, Social 
Transformation and Poverty Alleviation, UNICEF, UNFPA, 
WHO/PAHO, Belize Family Life Association (BFLA) and 
adolescent representatives are a part of a working group 
which included participation from adolescents during 
district and national consultations. The young people 
identified poverty, drug abuse, teen pregnancy, abuse, 
sexuality education, bullying, and mental health issues-- 
including suicide prevention- as their top priorities. 
Service providers zeroed in on adolescent pregnancy, 
mental health, socioeconomic conditions, violence and 
injuries, environmental structure in health and education, 
obesity and NCDs. Dr. Natalia Largaspaeda Beer – Technical Advisor, Maternal & Child Health Unit – Ministry of 

Health © UNICEF/NanLi/2019

Youths work with Dr. Beer at adolescent health strategy consultant © UNICEF/NanLi/2019

Drawing on these inputs, the Adolescent Health Technical 
Working Group created four thematic areas to be 
addressed in Belize: 

1. Positive Health and Development; 
2. Violence, Accidents and Injury; 
3. Sexual & Reproductive Health, including HIV; &
4. Mental Health, Substance Use and Self Harm. 
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National and four district consultations 
with 178 adolescents validated the draft 
thematic areas and identified priority 
programmes that target nutrition-related 
disorders, mental health, sexual and 
reproductive health, violence, road 
traffic accidents, lesions and injuries, 
and consumption of tobacco, alcohol, 
psychoactive substances, and other 
drugs, and routine screening for visual 
and auditory health and vaccines. In 
2019, the Ministry of Health will pilot 
the delivery, as well as evaluate the 
effectiveness of routine adolescent 
health check-up.
UNICEF Belize has provided technical 
assistance to Ministry of Health to 
assess available data resulting in a 

comprehensive situational analysis 
(SitAn) of adolescent boys and girls, 
highlighting specific adolescent health 
priorities identified for each district 
of Belize.  The Strategic Plan will be 
implemented by the three-line ministries 
(MOH, MHDSTPA and MOEYSC) in 
collaboration with other implementing 
partners and UN agencies in three 
phases over a period of 12 years. The 
operational plan will be developed and 
each operational plan is expected to 
have its respective M&E plan for tracking 
progress and planned evaluations. This 
will be a multi-sector collaborative effort 
to be reviewed every four years to 
ensure its relevance and implementation 
in a rapidly changing world. 

To learn more about Adolescent 
Health and our work in Belize in 
this area, click:
Adolescent Health Digest: 
https://spark.adobe.com/page/
WUAB6zJdzkoMX/

Developing a National Adolescent 
Health Strategic Plan for Belize - 
Country Experience and Lessons 
Learned: https://spark.adobe.
com/page/75Z3TpiUyN22V/

Belize steps up to prioritize the 
health challenges faced by its 
youth: https://www.who.int/
news-room/feature-stories/detail/
belize-steps-up-to-prioritize-the-
health-challenges-faced-by-its-
youth

Regional webinar – “Guide for 
the implementation of the Global 
Strategy for Women’s, Children’s 
and Adolescents’ Health in Latin 
America and the Caribbean”: 
https://www.rhsupplies.org/
activities-resources/webinars/
guide-for-the-implementation-of-
the-global-strategy-for-womens-
childrens-and-adolescents-
health-in-latin-america-and-the-
caribbean-117/

Mrs. Kim Simplis Barrow – Special Envoy for Women and Children and Renata Samuels – Communication 
Officer, Department of Youth Services at adolescent health strategy consultation / © UNICEF/Nan Li

The Lifelong Learning (LLL) programme contributes to the realization of the rights of children and adolescents 
in Belize, especially the most disadvantaged, to quality, holistic and relevant early childhood development and 
lifelong learning. In consultation with national stakeholders from the government, educational institutions, 
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO), and Civil Society Organizations (CSO), this outcome ensures a gender-
perspective and human rights-based approach to inclusive, integrated social services across the life cycle, from 

maternal, child health interventions through quality early childhood development to relevant pre-schooling, primary and 
secondary education for lifelong learning skills. 

Outcome 2:  Belize Country Programme - Lifelong Learning
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With concentrations on the reduction of disparities and elimination of inequities, national frameworks, policies and 
standards will be strengthened for effective implementation of inclusive child and adolescent development strategies, 
with improved planning, monitoring and appropriate DRR programming. The vision is for all adolescents in Belize, 
especially the most marginalized, to receive care and support to reach their full potential (to ensure physical, social, 
psychological, cognitive, cultural and spiritual development).

The work contributes to Goal 5 of the Global UNICEF Strategic Plan where every child has an equitable chance in life, and 
the right to fulfil his or her potential. Yet extreme poverty, geography, discrimination and exclusion, and other barriers hold 
back millions of children around the world, creating inequity and perpetuating poverty across generations.

The work contributes to moving Belize towards achieving several goals of the Sustainable Development Goals Agenda 
2030:
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MAKING COMMUNICATIONS WORK 
#FOREVERYCHILD
Addressing Harmful Behaviours, Attitudes and Social Norms

As the lead advocate for the world’s 
children, UNICEF’s goal is to put the rights 
and well-being of the most disadvantaged 
children at the heart of national social, 
political and economic agendas.  

The UNICEF Global Communication 
Advocacy and Strategic Framework 2018-
2021 increases knowledge of children’s 
rights among influencers, in order to 
change the situation for children into one 
which is more respectful of children’s 
rights, builds capacity among critical duty 
bearers and child advocate agencies, and 
underscores our ongoing partnerships, 
traditional as well as emerging 
relationships.
The communication focus of UNICEF 
also allows us to build communication 
capacity within our own programmes 

such as WASH, Youth, Emergency, and 
Violence Against Children (VAC).  Recent 
communication for developments 
sessions saw officials of several partner 
agencies receive critical capacity building 
for advocacy, allowing for the creation 
of draft communication for development 
(C4D) roadmaps that are geared at curbing 
behaviours, attitudes and social norms 
in communities, schools, families and 
across sectors for the benefit of children.  
This was achieved in several programme 
areas included – Water and Sanitation 
Health, Child Protection – ending violence 
against children, adolescent participation 
and development and emergency 
preparedness with participants from 
Belize’s largest coastal community 
municipal body and other agencies who 
work in disaster preparedness.  In the 

area of youth participation, the team from 
across government and international 
agencies focused on how to combat 
bullying, cyberbullying and the effects 
of these on the mental health of young 
persons. 

Renata Samuels – Communications Officer for Department of Youth Services presenting the C4D strategies and actions for adolescent mental health. 
©UNICEF/Daedra Isaacs Haylock

Dr. Julio Sabido – Ministry of Health and Mrs. Carolyn 
Tucker Codd – Education Officer, Ministry of Education 
- participate in the C4D training 
© UNICEF/Daedra Isaacs Haylock



06 Making Communications Work #FOREVERYCHILD

Page - 21

#05 2019

ISSUE #5 , APRIL 2019

C4D strategies and roadmaps will be crucial for the achievement 
of policies and programmes that seek to improve conditions 
for children in key sectors, while working with community 
engagement to transform harmful behaviours, attitudes and 
social norms. UNICEF’s work in these areas is harmonized with 
the work of the National Committee for Families and Children 
as the work to implement the still fairly new National Children’s 
Agenda 2030 begins.  

Building on the groundwork laid during the capacity building 
sessions, UNICEF and partners will now work to incorporate 
this into work to finalize key C4D strategies for child protection 
with a focus on child marriage and early unions, adolescent 
mental health as a component of the adolescent health and 
specific focus on mental health for adolescents.  In addition, 
work will continue to turn attention towards a C4D strategy for 
Nutrition, spearheaded by the early childhood development area, 
enabling outreach efforts to address challenges with childhood 
stunting, obesity and infant and child feeding; with a goal to 
better educate parents, care-givers and other members of the 
community on healthy diets and positive nutrition practices.   
This strategy will also incorporate areas for water and sanitation 
health as a critical component to nutrition and healthy eating 
practices.

Developing a stronger voice is crucial for building the public 
knowledge needed to inspire action and win support, as we 
advocate and drive for change. 

The Communication for Development (C4D) sessions engaged 
a total of 55 individuals, representing a wide range of partners 
in Belize - the Ministry of Education, Youth, Sports & Culture, 
Ministry of Health, Health Education and Community Participation 
Bureau (HECOPAB) of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Human 
Development, Social Transformation & Poverty Alleviation, National 
Committee for Families and Children (NCFC), Social Investment 
Fund (SIF), Department of Youth from the Ministry of Youth and 
Sports and the international partner agency UNFPA. Also present 
was a cadre of Community Health Workers of rural southern Belize 
of the Ministry of Health, Youth Enhancement Services, Child 
Development Foundation (CDF), Belize Family Life Association 
(BFLA ) and RET Belize. The Magistracy and Family Courts 
were among representatives from the National Child Protection 
Taskforce, RESTORE Belize (a government agency working with 
youths to end violence against children and youth addressing urban 
renewal with a focus on adolescents and families), Productive 
Organization for Women in Action (POWA), the Belize Red Cross 
and the City Emergency Management Organization for Belize City 
and the Belize City Council.

With improved advocacy skills, UNICEF Belize and these 
government and civil society agencies will be even better 
equipped to win support for the cause of children with lobbies for 
policy and legislative improvements that continue to establish a 
national environment that is both child-friendly, while re-shaping 
community social norms and attitudes to those safe for children 
and adolescents all over Belize.   

For more information on our work. Click the links below:
Website: www.unicef.org/belize
Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFbelize
Twitter: www.twitter.com/unicefbelize

Dr. Susan Kasedde – UNICEF Representative and Community Health Worker of 
Toledo participate in the C4D Training © UNICEF/Daedra Isaacs Haylock
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FROM THE PERSPECTIVE  
HEALTH CARE FOR BELIZE’S MOST VULNERABLE… 
Every Child – the Right to Survive and Thrive

Rising before the crack of dawn, getting 
dressed, packing up small children, getting 
older ones fed and ready for school, then 
walking out to the main road, or further out 
to a bigger community, to catch a bus. That 
is, if the weather is good… if it is not the 
rainy season.  When it rains heavily, that 
hour and a half travel time can turn into 
three hours or might not be possible at all.

This was the reality, for women, children, 
and anyone else from Santa Teresa when 
they needed to visit a medical facility 
equipped with a laboratory.  
But no more…  Santa Teresa’s Health 
Center now has a medical laboratory and 
staff of its own.
Elena Sam, a 34year old mother of a baby 
boy, used to have a difficult time getting to 

clinic for pre-natal medical lab tests. Just 
before her son was born, however, that 
all changed.  Now she does not have to 
be concerned about riding on the rough 
road, the hassles of trying to meet a bus 
schedule with runs few and far between or 
being away from her village for the entire 
day, “I am happy other mothers won’t have 
to go through what I did,” smiles Elena.
Just down the road, 51year old Ansanciona 
Teul is also relieved. A mother of 5 
children, Ansanciona has diabetes and 
looks after her youngest child, a girl of 
11 years old. She too is excited to have 
a health center equipped with a medical 
laboratory, “I don’t have to worry about 
passing out because my sugar is high,” 
she said.  “I can walk just down the road 
to get my sugar tested.  I can do it every 

month now.  I don’t have to get up at 2 in 
the morning to take a bus, or not go to the 
clinic in San Antonio because I don’t have 
money to pay a bus.”

Aristo Cal – Lab Technican gives service at the Santa 
Teresa Health Clinic © UNICEF/Daedra Isaacs Haylock

Nurse at Santa Teresa Health Clinic gives service to patient © UNICEF/Daedra Isaacs Haylock
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Laboratory technician, Aristo Cal, has 
been coming to Santa Teresa for more 
than a year; before the lab was provided, 
he visited the village health center every 
week, took samples and then traveled 
back an hour and a half to his duty station 
in San Antonio Village to conduct the 
necessary tests and upload the results 
in the Belize Health Information System 
(BHIS).  He would then have to travel back 
the next week taking the tests to the 
doctor and nurse in that village.  This was 
not an optimal situation.

Santa Teresa patients, as well as patients 
from 12 surrounding villages, can now 

get full blood count testing, platelet and 
blood typing tests, chemistry testing, 
cholesterol and glucose tests, HIV, Dengue 
tests, urinalysis and parasitology medical 
checks.  The facility also has its own 
solar electricity system with a backup 
diesel generator and water storage tank 
since Santa Teresa is not on the national 
electricity grid system and relies on wells 
and hand pumps for water.

The lessons learned in Santa Teresa are 
having a transformative effect on national 
planning for medical care in Belize.  Ms. 
Lizette Bell – Director of Project, Policy 
and Planning in the Ministry of Health 

reports that previous initiatives did not 
include placing laboratories inside health 
centers, “The lab in Santa Teresa is letting 
us re-examine our normal practice and 
reconsider whether it is appropriate to 
identify laboratory services for health 
centers in key and strategic communities,” 
says Ms. Bell. 

She also adds, “The entire network of 
human resources was trained, resulting 
in a broader network of capable persons, 
improving clinical surveillance, allowing for 
early identification of conditions, raising 
alerts and information for action.”

Patient get service at Santa Teresa Health Clinic / © UNICEF/Daedra Isaacs Haylock
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“UNICEF has been a valuable partner over the years and with 
the presentation of PROBITAS, it was an opportunity that fits into 
government’s strategic planning for the development of the health 
sector, and supports efforts for improved primary preventative, 
inclusive and comprehensive coverage for all Belizeans,” said Dr. 
Ramon Figueroa, Chief Executive Officer in the Ministry of Health.   

With that in mind, Dr. Ramon Figueroa says, “The expansion of 
our collaboration with PROBITAS in the remote areas of Northern 
Belize is a logical investment with a partner willing to work with 
us to improve lab and imaging infrastructure. Investment in 
health and health education drives social change with benefits 
for economic and national development.  Health is not an 
expenditure, but an investment.”

Driving for results for the most disadvantaged families, 
children and young people… #ForEveryChild… Towards the 
Agenda 2030 - Sustainable Development Goal #3 - Good 
Health and Wellbeing for All

For more information on our work. Click the links below:
Website: www.unicef.org/belize
Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFbelize
Twitter: www.twitter.com/unicefbelize

Ansanciona Teul and husband sit infront of their home in Santa Teresa Village © 
UNICEF/Daedra Isaacs Haylock

The Lifelong Learning (LLL) 
programme contributes to the 
realization of the rights of children 
and adolescents in Belize, especially 
the most disadvantaged, to quality, 

holistic and relevant 
early childhood 
development and 
lifelong learning. 
In consultation 
with national 
stakeholders from 
the government, 

educational institutions, Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGO), 
and Civil Society Organizations 
(CSO), this outcome ensures a 
gender-perspective and human 
rights-based approach to inclusive, 
integrated social services across 
the life cycle, from maternal, child 
health interventions through quality 
early childhood development to 
relevant pre-schooling, primary and 
secondary education for lifelong 

learning skills. With concentrations 
on the reduction of disparities and 
elimination of inequities, national 
frameworks, policies and standards 
will be strengthened for effective 
implementation of inclusive child and 
adolescent development strategies, 
with improved planning, monitoring 
and appropriate DRR programming. 
The vision is for all adolescents 
in Belize, especially the most 
marginalized, to receive care and 
support to reach their full potential (to 
ensure physical, social, psychological, 
cognitive, cultural and spiritual 
development). 

The work contributes to Goal 5 of the 
Global UNICEF Strategic Plan - Every 
child has an equitable chance in life. 
Every child has the right to fulfil his 
or her potential. And yet, extreme 
poverty, geography, discrimination 
and exclusion, and other barriers hold 

back millions of children around the 
world, with lifelong consequences 
for themselves and their societies, as 
inequity and deprivation perpetuate 
poverty across generations.

Outcome 2:  Belize Country Programme - Lifelong Learning

The work contributes to moving Belize 
towards achieving several goals of 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
Agenda 2030:
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UNICEF is launching a pilot project 
supported by the Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Surveys (MICS) called MICS Plus - a new 
initiative that will collect data through 
mobile phones from subsamples of MICS.  
The flexible tool is geared to generate high-
quality, robust data for crisis monitoring, 
opinion polling and longitudinal analysis.

The Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys 
(MICS) programme, established in 
1995, has become the largest source 
of statistically sound and internationally 
comparable data on children worldwide 
with over 300 surveys in 112 countries. 
MICS surveys are designed and 
implemented by national governments 
with the technical support of UNICEF. 
The surveys are representative, with 
an average sample size around 11,000 
households. Interviewers administer 
questionnaires during face-to-face 
interviews regarding the household, 
interview women and men age 15 to 
49 years and mothers/caretakers of 

children age 0 to 17, using two separate 
questionnaires (the Under-5 and the 5-17 
Questionnaires).

Belize has been selected to serve as the 
pilot for the launch of the new MICS Plus.  
Shane Khan – Statistics 
Specialist working with MICS for the past 
ten years says Belize proves to be an ideal 
testing ground.  “The 
uniqueness of Belize, its diversity of 
people and culture and the excellent 
partnership with the Statistical 
Institute of Belize and the country’s record 
of well-organized implementation of MICS 
offers a good mixture of 
experiences.”

The rapid expansion of mobile phone 
networks and extensive use of mobile 
phones make reaching people relatively 
easy. The process will employ the use 
of trained interviewers making monthly 
mobile phone calls to persons who 
agreed to participate in the 11month 

testing period for MICS Plus.  The initiative 
relies heavily on mobile technology and 
the establishment of a call centre with 
supporting a data system to support the 
data collection. 

Paulette Wade - Monitoring & Evaluation 
Specialist for UNICEF in Belize said, “MICS 
Plus is an opportunity to build on the 
overall full rigorous data collection exercise 
of the MICS.  The MICS has been Belize’s 
only regularly conducted household data 
collection initiative that has critically 
informed the work we do for children.”

To advance UNICEF’s goals of ensuring 
that countries have high-quality tools to 
generate robust data on their populations 
quickly and easily, the MICS Plus surveys 
will harness the rigour of MICS with 
the flexibility and nimbleness of mobile 
platforms to allow channels for generating 
data on emergencies and opinions and 
follow up on specific issues related to 
programme coverage.

MICS Interviewers work with children in the field collecting data in Punta Gorda Town, Toledo District / © UNICEF/Daedra Isaacs Haylock
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MICS Plus surveys will use representative sub-
samples of MICS surveys as baselines to continue 
collecting data via mobile phones at frequent 
intervals, accumulating longitudinal data which will 
be rapidly analyzed and disseminated.  The areas to 
be researched and included for the expanded data 
collection will be informed by the country office 
programme and programmatic interests of the 
government partners.

“MICS Plus is quite useful in an emergency context,” 
explained Khan.  The data collection initiative can 
quickly collect data on immediate needs following 
an emergency, while informing emergency recovery 
programme design as well as inform the rapid 
deployment of emergency aide to affected areas.”

Recent efforts by UNICEF, the World Bank Group, 
private companies, independent researchers and 
others have demonstrated that data collection 
initiatives using mobile phone technology can be 
useful for gathering data quickly, with limited cost and 
in hard-to-reach places. UNICEF currently supports 
mobile phone polling in many countries through 
U-report which aims to increase engagement with 
specific population groups such as the youth. These 
advances create positive momentum to creating 
sustainable, 
long-term data collection using mobile phones.

For more information on our work. Click the links below:
Website: www.unicef.org/belize  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFbelize
Twitter: www.twitter.com/unicefbelize 

To learn more about MICS:  https://www.unicef.org/belize/MICS5_Report__FINAL_LR.pdf;  
Visit the MICS website at: http://mics.unicef.org/

MICS Interviewers work with children in the field collecting data in Punta Gorda Town, 
Toledo District
© UNICEF/Daedra Isaacs Haylock


